Besides the gaseous products strictly derived from the lungs, the air of most dwelling-houses, when examined by the seroscope, is found to contain many epithelium cells ; most of which are evidently derived from the skin. They are rubbed off and then float through the air, and often become the carriers of the contagion of scarlet fever and measles, as they are saturated with poison when these diseases prevail. The epithelium of the mouth, throat, and nostrils, are foliated, and in diphtheria, typhus and typhoid fevers, and thus load the air with poisonous particles.
In all tainted atmospheres of this kiud, it seems that the germs of infusoria abound to a much greater extent than in pure air. The possibility of a direct transference from body to body of cells (or Thus, scarlet fever, measles, small-pox, diphtheria, whooping-cough, typhus fever, etc., come up from the tenement houses and filthy parts of the cities, and are distributed to the well-to-do and wealthy. Convalescent small-pox and varioloid patients return to their work with their hair filled with crusts and scabs, and their clothes defiled with dried pus.
Scarlet fever and measles convalescents visit tjie houses of their patrons and friends with their unwashed heads filled with the scurf of measles and scarlet fever scales, and scatter it broadcast into the air, from whence it is inhaled into the nostrils, throat, or lungs, of some unsuspecting creature. They come also with their clothes contaminated with the dried expectoration of their children suffering with diphtheria and whooping-cough, and shake the dust of these poisons in the houses of the rich and philanthopic Weavers, lace and ribbon makers, just recovering from small-pox, contaminate the new goods they manufacture, and dirty bank bills are often smeared with the same dangerous elements.?Ed.
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